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From yearbook sponsors throughout the country. Dr. Joseph M. Murphy inquired about 
the merits of using themes in their own books. These advisers were asked to express 
their point of view pro or con on this subject, together with suggestions of ideas 
they had found practical or impractical. Seventeen responses were received. They are 
included in this symposium. 


Out of her twelve years experience, the Adviser of the CATHOLICON, Troy, New York, 
writes: 


“T definitely favor themes for yearbooks. Having worked with and without them, I 
find that they are the very backbone of the book; they form a continuity of thought 
in copy or design to hold the book together. The theme does not have to monopolize 
the reader’s attention but it should be carefully developed to give the book the char 
acter and personality as essential to it as the class producing it. It need not be 
overworked by being carried into every picture and caption; it may be achieved by art 
work, typography, style and quality of heads, and the use of color. The theme is the 
framework on which the book is built. 

““Atheme must reflect the times and the life of the school. We have found effective 
religious subjects as ‘Christus Vincit, Christus Imperat, Christus Regnat’; the Pope’s 
peace plan; patriotic ideas as the Four Freedoms, General MacArthur’s speech; a music 
theme. These were easily woven in with our daily school life. 

“Tdealistic themes have not been acceptable because they seem so abstract; anniver- 
sary numbers which fail to combine history and present record have not been a success; 
history cannot be divorced from the content of contemporary school life 


From Bethel Woman’s College, Hopkinsville, Kentucky, the yearbook Adviser states: 

“I think that all yearbooks should have themes. Themes tend to unify and co-ordinate 
the subject matter. 

“Themes are to yearbooks as light, dark. and medium value is to any work of art. 
Without the medium value, the work of art is lacking in both interest and unity of de- 


sign. In like manner yearbooks without themes are lacking in both interest and unity 
of subject matter.” 


The WITHROW ANNUAL’s Adviser in Cincinnati, Ohio, replies 
“T am for a theme in High School Yearbooks. 
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“Some themes that we have found practical ~-- IT HAPPENED HERE, I GO TO WITHROW, 
WITHROW THE BEAUTIFUL, THE 25th WITHROW ANNUAL, and TODAY AT WITHROW. 

“‘These were successful for us because they did not intrude too greatly upon the 
reader. 

““A successful theme is a unifying element through which the pattern or the back- 
bone of a book is apparent but not obtrusive. 

“Qur last year’s theme which was A TAKE OFF ON A SEARS ROEBUCK CATALOG proved suc- 
cessful in that it was given a high rating by Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
and National Scholastic Press Association, but was not liked so well as some of our 
previous themes by the students. We continue to have compliments on the book by 
grown-ups, both teachers and the general public. 

“Personally, this theme was a bit obtrusive. 

“Unsuccessful themes are those that force the pictorial copy, the layout and the 
written copy into too set a pattern in order to make the book conform to the demands 
of the theme. Often these themes are a hindrance to the feeling of the current issue 
of a yearbook.” 


In Indianapolis, Indiana, the Adviser of Arsenal Technical High School says: 


“By all means a yearbook must have a theme: not the old-fashioned Indian, Egyptian. 
or some other far-fetched, abstract theme that was carried out by means of art only 
in the opening and division pages; but a theme that is carried out on every page, 
that is related to the school, that gives a complete picture of the school, that in- 
terprets the school to the public. 

“Perhaps it would be better to call it a plan or a central idea -- one that will 
unify the book. It can be carried out in the pictures. running heads, captions. and 
the story itself; and not in the art alone. 

“A yearbook is a memory book so that it must give a complete picture of the school 
year. 

“The Story of Tech, told in eleven chapters, was very successful. So was Souvenirs 
of °46 which illustrated the I remember pictures of a Senior as she sat on the plat- 
form on Commencement night. Four of the six divisions illustrated classes, activities, 
and events that could have taken place in each of her four years in high school (a 
rather difficult task to handle because all of the pictures were taken that year) 


the other two described the campus and buildings, and the athletic events of her 
senior year.” 


Representing the junior high schools, the Adviser of the Stewart Jr  H.S., Norristown, 
Pa., answers: 


“T am definitely for themes. They give unity and coherence to a yearbook set-up and 


offer a basis for organization without which junior high school people, in particular, 
are lost. 


“Yes, I have found some themes impractical. For instance, those which conceive of 


the school as a ship with each class holding some position on the crew -- or the idea 
of the school s being a military training center with the faculty as staff, the in- 
coming pupils as rookies, etc., becomes too cumbersome and overdrawn. 


“Yes, I have found some themes very practical. But, it must be a broad concept 
which suggests to the reader that which the Staff wishes to convey through message 
and organization rather than setting up arbitrary limitations. For example, the idea 
of the good neighbor, youth and tomorrow, the one-world concept. 





The two sponsors of the PEORIA (I11..)) HIGH CREST respond: 


‘We, the Peoria High Crest sponsors, are heartily in favor of a yearbook theme. 
Since the staff is usually composed of the best students of any school, we feel that 
they are capable of more than the mechanical work, which remains constant. A success- 


ry 
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ful theme, 


through encouraging research and originality, can contribute much to their 
general knowledge. 


“Pan American, American Folklore, a River Theme, have proved practical and worth- 


while at Peoria High School as such. A Gay Nineties Theme was discarded as being too 
limited in scope.’ 


The Adviser of the AVALON HIGH SCHOOL AHNUAL, Pittskturgh, Penna., gives the following 
information: 


“To my way of thinking a theme is all essential for good yearbook production. How 
else could you tie together the art, literary and photographic work? Each is an im- 
portant element in a yearbook; but unless they are coordinated, there is a tendency 
to overemphasize one at the expense of the other two. 

‘During the war years, and always for that matter, our staff has endeavored to keep 
its themes simple yet applicable. In my opinion, the theme should lend itself def- 
initely both to the literary-and art sections. Some of our best liked themes have 
been: our school mascot who developed into a charming little know it all. Then we had 
Avalon on Parade using our band as the medium. Through the Files was another. This 
afforded a filing case record of the year. The ouija board did a trick job of conjur- 
ing up the activities of the school year. For our golden anniversary, we used the 
footprints in the sands idea and contrasted the past with the present in our photog- 
raphy. 


“After having edited seven yearbooks, I would have the jitters were I to attempt a 
book without a theme.” 


From the Sponsor of CAVALEON, Coral Gables, Florida, we learn: 


‘A theme seems to me absolutely essential to a yearbook. Witheut a theme, yearbooks 
tend toward a deadly similarity. The use of a theme insures, at least to some extent, 
originality, personality, and variety in yearbook construction. 


“Qur’ last two themes were the circus -- and its corollary, ‘the show must go on’ -- 
@ wartime theme; and blueprints (to commemorate our last year in our old school build- 
ing and the construction of our new school)-- symbolically, also, education as a blue- 


print for life. 
“We found both themes very usable, inspiring copy writers to greater originality of 


copy treatment. and giving the student art staff opportunity for making colorful divi- 
sion pages and incidental drawings. 


As Adviser of the 1946 CINEMA, the Lakewood (Chio) #.S. Sponsor states: 


“The question of using a theme in a yearbook is one of unity. A book which carries 
as many diversified activities as does a yearbook needs something to make it hang 
together. A theme can do that. The danger in using a theme is that it is easy to over- 
work the idea, dragging in references which become tiring and weaken the general ef- 
fect of the book. 

“In choosing a theme, the staff should be careful to choose some idea which is 
closely related to their school and to young people. 

“One theme which we enjoyed working with was Boy Meets Girl in the 1945 Cinema in 
which the comic strip figures of Henry and Henrietta were used to bring out the co- 
educational side of life at Lakewood. 

“Another theme was Many Threads Make the Warp and tocf of Lakewood High. Fabric 
cuts and yarn figures and lettering carried out the idea. 

“Themes which we have discarded as impractical are those which lack depth and which 
can be applied only to the division pages. For example, we considered using formulas, 
but we discarded the idea when we discovered that although the division pages might 
be interesting, the idea could be carried no further.”’ 
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Coming from the Adviser of THE LOG, Cadillac (Mich.) H.S.. the reply informs us: 


“Until recently I considered themes for annuals rather unnecessary. However, five 
years ago I started using a theme and now I would hardly consider producing a book 
without a theme. It is my string on which to hang the story of the year’s activities. 
It provides an idea for the opening section, it gives unity to the book, it insures 
coherence between sections, it gives a stimulus to the artists, it enables the copy 
writers to feature a different angle in their write-ups of activities so that they 
may vary from the write-ups of the same activities in previous yearbooks. 

“T try to keep the theme simple, centering around the school or community. Themes 
we have used are: Training for Victory, A Letter to Our Boys in Service, Welcome 
Home to the Service Boys, Early Logging Days (our town was founded on the logging in- 
dustry), and Vacation Days (our community is located in the heart of Michigan's cele- 
brated tourist and resort area). 

‘Themes I object to are those which seem too far-fetched, or too broad and deep for 
the understanding of the average high school student. When I look over books with 
such a theme, I have a feeling that the staff is straining uncomfortably to get an 
effect, and the effect is forced. I feel that some schools make the theme the master 
of the book. It should be the servant, simple and unobtrusive, but ready at hand to 
tie the book together.” 


Another college yearbook adviser from Compton (Cal.) College writes 


ee 


“We are neither for or against themes as such. If the theme is well chosen, relates 
closely the life history and times of the community or school; if it is worked out in 
an original and interesting manner, we're for it. 

“Tf a book on a simple chronological sequence foundation is worked out as a running 
record or Slice of life of the school year without any theme as such, we’re for it. 

“In other words, it is not being bound to the rigid theme on the one hand or being 
freed of such guiding markers on the other hand that counts. Rather it is the imagi- 
nation, the seeing the life about them, and the putting of it into a lively and 
faithful record, that makes or breaks an annual staff and their book.” 


— 







From Philadelphia, Penna., the John Bartram H.S. TRAILMARKER‘s sponsor gives the fol- 
lowing response: 


“A theme is desirable, if it is possible to evolve one related to the year’s plan 
for the book. Our art and photography have proved to be more interesting to students, 
when they are working out a theme. A theme which grows out of what is going on in the 
world brings material into the book, worth remembering some years hence. Successful 
themes have been ‘Heritages’ in 1944 and Bartram Traditions’ in 1946. This last one 
drew upon community resources, because John Bartram lived here. 

“Impractical ones have been ‘Peace.’ Connecting the idea with ordinary living 
within the school becomes artificial. 

















Replying for the 1947 HALCYON. Girls H.S., Atlanta, Georgia, the editor informs us: 


*We believe that a yearbook should have a theme in order to provide unity for the 
book and a general working plan for the staff. Experience has shown us that the very 
best themes are rather brief and definite and deal with things that high school stu- 
dents know and understand. Also, we feel that the theme should be carried out as much 
as possible in all of the phases of the yearbook however, we believe that it is bet- 
ter to have no theme at all, than a forced one.” 
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New York City is represented by the Sponsor of THE ARTISAN of Samuel Gompers Voca- 
tional H.§. He says: 


“T am in favor of themes. They help to identify issues, give them individuality, 
and prompt intelligent arrangement of material. 

“T have found those themes that grow out of quotations of significant things that 
have been said or written most useful. The major advantage here is that there can be 
direct association between theme and such things as dedication, creative work (poems, 
prose, art), and determination of what to stress in the yearbook. Moreover, it makes 
it possible to avoid the flippancy that sometimes appears in books. It seems to me 
that yearbooks should be kept on a dignified level. 

“Perhaps the most impractical themes, so far as my own experience is concerned, are 
those growing out of a contemporary occurrence or fad -- e.g., D Day, Daily Noose, 
etc. Either the importance of the event is exaggerated, with the resultant subordina- 
tion of the senior material, or there seems to be so little relation between the 
event and the school activities that the attempted integration of material frequently 
appears forced; or a still greater danger, there may be the smart-alecky attitude 
toward an event of serious concern to other people -- thus resulting in an expression 
of bad taste.” 


The TOM TOM’s Adviser writes from Central "%.S., Tulsa, Okla., as follows: 


“In general, I am for themes in yearbooks; in the first place because a theme helps 
to unify the book, and in the second place because a theme makes for variety from one 
year to the next. 

“An annual, it seeme to me, should mirror the life of the school and serve as an 
historical record of the school term. Year in and year out school life in any given 
place doesn’t change greatly. A theme, however, changing with the times, gives each 
year a slightly different viewpoint of the activities pictured in the annual. 

“Practical themes: 

At Thy Call - taken from the school song suited our purpose when the boys were 
leaving classes to go to war. 

Youth’s New World -- worked very well for us when the war was ending and the 
future seemed bright with hope for young people in a brave new world. 

Look to the Stars -- was idealistic in conception but difficult to translate 
into a practical plan.” 


From Magna, Utah, the Adviser of the CYPRUSONIAN courteously answers: 


“The theme of the yearbook is very important in the production of a successful an- 
nual at the Cyprus High School, Magna, Utah. 

“First: It helps make the yearbook a unit by giving a single impression from cover 
to cover. 

“Second: The theme helps give individuality and personality to the annual. The 
Cyprus High School has developed with the great copper mills and mines of the commu- 
nity. Distinctive features of school and community can be tied with the yearbook 
theme. 

“Third: The theme affords opportunity for correlative work between the yearbook 
staff and student and faculty committees. The theme for the commencement exercises 
has been in the past the same as the yearbook theme. Pageants, assembly programs, 
Junior Red Cross projects, and class exercises in English, social science, physical 
education, and other school activities are planned to center on the yearbook theme. 
The stage is then all set for appreciation when the yearbook is distributed on the 
day of the commencement exercises. 
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“Themes change according to the changing times: 

1942 yearbook theme. A School and Community Build for the Defense of America. 
Commencement theme: The Spirit of America given in story, picture, and song. 

1943: Our Part in Preserving the Spirit of America. Commencement theme: The 
School’s Contribution to a Victory Program. 

1944: ie Cooperate to Maintain Peace. Commencement theme: Youth’s Pleas for Co- 
operation in ¥inning the Peace and for Cooperation in the Post-War World. 

1946: Our Part in Preserving World Peace and Liberty. 

1947: A theme based on the Utah Centennial 1847-1947.” 


During her second year as yearbook adviser, the Sponsor of the Red Lion (Penna.) H.S. 
book advises us: ; 


“T do not feel entirely qualified to estimate the value of themes in yearbooks. How- 
ever, at least so far, I am for them. When one is in doubt as to what pictures to in- 
clude, the theme serves as a measuring stick. Also, it gives the different members of 
the editorial staff the idee around which to build their articles, and thus make a 
unified content for the book. This, too, is true of the editor-in-chief whose job it 
is to go over all the material to be sure it does tie together. 

“The only theme I’ve used so far concerned the value of one’s alma mater now and in 
the future. This proved especially practical to us because the editorial staff was un- 
usually good, the photographers were just learning their business, and thus we were 
able to capitalize on the writing. angle. 

“At present we are trying to build our 1947 book around a mixed calendar -- impor- 
tant dates idea, with a view to more pictures and less written material, which seems 
to be our best bet considering this year’s staff. By the first of March we will know 
just how wise was our choice of theme.” 


NOTES AND NOTICES 


Announcing the October 1947 Yearbook Conference 


Are you planning to attend the Yearbook Conference at Columbia University October 
17 and 18, 1947? The Columbia Scholastic Press Association has arranged a program 
around the idea: BETTER YEARFOOKS...and HOW. 

Some of the nation’s outstanding yearbook sponsors as well as representatives from 
the Campus Publishing Company, Philadelphia, Penna.; Comet Press, New York City; and 
the Warren Press, Boston, Massachusetts, will participate in the program. Sectional 
meeting topics will stress the know how for better yearbooks in the following phases: 
planning, budgeting, layout, dummying, photography, artwork, preparation of copy and 
illustrative material, editing, and other related details. 


Culminating the two-day program this year for the first time will be a gala lunch- 
eon. 


A Completely Revised Scoring Sheet for Yearbooks This Year 


From a meeting of judges, advisers and experts in the yearbook field on May 24 has 
come ea completely revised yearbook scoring sheet for use in the 1947 contest. For the 
current year it will be multilithed. After its tryout, the score sheet will be in- 


corporated in a printed booklet, STANDARDS FOR: YEARBOOKS, which will be available for 
the 1948 contest. 








